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L Making Advances Slowly: Exodus 3: 2-5
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said, "Here I am!"

JIIOWY IROAM WRT 00 19K 2O AWOW 2WA AWn 0D DRIT W0 P uwo 7" -9ma 11van
7107 ARIWD 2 ,POPh2 Wian AT PYA T AR ,ATWI 7107 PRI 7302 NApRNn aNUw WRT IR 7700
5V ,99IR 77107 71977 KDY 39 YT ANOTWIY L0 W NPI93 WR RITW 7120 M WR XITW P07 WKL 12
TINWI OXR 717 R?O7 ARIR N9 L7317 21747 RN DR IRINRY KI TNOR LKW 377279009 780 3D
2PNn 7°0 KD 799 DW WRT AW 120 00 19RY MWKRT IRWD WRT I IR D08V IRWN 7107
JTI07 IR WR D292 YOR TOIRDD R WM IRYRT NORN2 90w PINNI DRI OWRA ORI NN
TIRYNT NORI2 PO PIANIW NIRY LWRA TIND CIRAT T2 NN 7200 A8 WX N22 9D 2007 Mvawn
N7 ANYW 0191 .0°9R PR KIP2) NIRTY 0 0 7RI WKW AN, AW 7120 IR0 RN IR
A2DW PINOW TV A0TAY A0TAN MR UYn BYA 10107 1"2p0 A¥7 wn DRI D90

VYT wAwa PY? 2oN0° DIRND KXY OX LA TAT 9OR N°22 2w aTRY L7'nnh wn
7T R L,WAWA IR AT AP0 WY L7923 W TV YD BYA 1IN 2oN0°W I 19 9V, 1 NTRA
TIPRI 9OWY 7P 02 ,0°°Yau 090277 1PRT2 0M9OWN 0°I270 0D L9OW IR INEYR avuh XM
AT N0 QY 2NWR 07 K25 WO MDY ,0wInn

07 MM NXPRA 75712 VR 7700 0¥ YR 7707 NI°NIA 7"2P0 1230w DR 1108 1
771V 11°¥7 197 2RI TR 7707 29WN 0 NRY ,°1°02 M2 NIWY MVXI T IR, P17 NAw
TIN 772V ,N2737 NATINMY AW INAW AN 73121 ,0VA LY 190W T2 QTR TOI0XOW 71200 NI
T OR NYTY 79771 YT (1 YRIN) RO2IT WD 1N L2001 T2 2R MK LY MY 2N s
TT9Y,NNR N22 7700 WD 2OWRm MTI? DOVTY PRY DOWIR W 0D N7 11727 IR 1121 0w
X7 921922 ,IRXIM 1121 MWD VAR 79T MOOK IR .NITII PR AN VTIW ,NYT? A9 YT K
AIRXIN 1121 MWD ,LYH VYA ROR DX N22

Fire — Angel - G-d’s Presence
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IL. The Burning Bush [a kinesthetic metaphor] Exodus 3:2
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Rashi — A measly little bush...
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Chizkuni — The Egyptians did not consume the children of Israel
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Metaphorically speaking, the bush encircled by fire is representative of the
Jewish people who were within the land of Egypt, enslaved by the Egyptian
people. But they were not consumed by the flame of the enemy.

Sforno — The Children of Israel will not be affected by the plagues
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The angel of Hashem represents the tzadikim, the righteous Jews, encircled by the
bush, namely, the wicked Egyptians. The bush was burning. The Egyptians will
suffer through ten plagues. The Righteous Jews will be unaffected by the fire of
the plagues. They will not be consumed.
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Shemot: True Humility

"God's angel appeared to Moses in the heart of a fire, in the midst of a thorn-bush.” (Ex. 3:2)

Why did God choose a sneh, a thorn-bush to reveal Himself to Moses?
A Cure for Fever

The Talmud (Shabbat 67a) prescribes a peculiar procedure for those suffering from a high
fever. The patient is advised to take a thorn-bush, and each day make a cut in it using an iron
knife. When cutting the bush, he should trim it near the ground, and say:

"Thorn-bush, thorn-bush! The Holy One did not let His Presence reside in you because you are
the greatest of all trees, but because you are the lowliest.”

What do thorn-bushes have to do with fevers? What is the purpose of this strange procedure?
Circumstantial and True Humility

Rav Kook wrote that there are two forms of humility. The first type could be called
‘circumstantial humility.’ Due to infirmity, poverty, or some lack of talent, intelligence, social
standing, etc., a person may feel vulnerable and insignificant.

However, this is not genuine humility. Should circumstances change, newly-found strength or
wealth or prestige may very well delude one into believing in his own prominence and self-
importance.

True humility comes from a different, more objective source: awareness of our place in the
universe. This humbleness is independent of the vagaries of life's circumstances. It is based on
recognition of our true worth, on insight into the essence of the soul, and a clear
understanding of the nature of reality.

Unfortunately, the fickle nature of the human mind allows us to be easily deluded into ignoring
anything beyond our own egocentric world. How can we escape such delusions?

This trap may be avoided by recognizing the transitory nature of circumstances. Poverty,
sickness, and so on, have the power to make us aware of our intrinsic vulnerability. Awareness
of our inherent potential for weakness leads us to properly evaluate our true worth, and thus
attain genuine humility.

The Lesson of the Thorn-bush
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By all criteria, the thorn-bush is a lowly and unimportant plant. It grows in barren locations,
providing neither food nor shade for others. It even rejects interaction with other living things
by means of its prickly thorns. Yet, precisely because of its isolation, the thorn-bush may
deceive itself into believing in its own greatness. Therefore, the Sages advised cutting the bush
down to its very roots. We trim away all the superficial aspects, leaving only the bush's
essential worth - its roots, its connections to the rest of the universe. God placed His Divine
Presence on the sneh not because of its sense of self-importance, but because of its innate
lowliness - the spirit of true humility which remains after the bush has been trimmed to the
ground.

The thorn-bush procedure recommended by the Talmud enables the suffering individual to
recognize the purpose of his illness: attainment of sincere humility. This trait is the remedy for
all strange fevers and delusions.

(Adapted from Ein Eyah vol. IV, p. 121)
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